
 

 

 
Agri Articles 

(e-Magazine for Agricultural Articles)  

Volume: 03, Issue: 04 (JULY-AUGUST, 2023) 
Available online at http://www.agriarticles.com  

Agri Articles, ISSN: 2582-9882 
 

 

Agri Articles ISSN: 2582-9882 Page 522 

Nanotechnology in Agriculture: Applications, Limitations and 

Challenges and Risks 
(
*
Vinayak B. Ingale and Sudheer K. Pathak) 

School of Agriculture, ITM University, Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh 
*
Corresponding Author’s email:  vinayakingale79@gmail.com

    

 

anotechnology is the science and engineering of manipulating matter at the nanoscale, 

which is about 1 to 100 nanometres (Roco et al. 2011). One nanometre is a billionth of a 

meter, or about the size of a few atoms. It is a field that involves manipulating matter at the 

nanoscale, which is about 1 to 100 nanometers in size. It has many applications in various 

fields, such as medicine, electronics, energy, and agriculture. In this article, we will focus on 

the introduction of nanotechnology in agriculture and its potential benefits and challenges. 

 Nanotechnology in agriculture is a promising field that can offer many benefits for 

farmers, consumers, and the environment (Kah et al. 2019). However, there are also some 

challenges and risks associated with nanotechnology in agriculture, such as ethical, social, 

economic, regulatory, and environmental issues. Therefore, more research and development 

are needed to ensure the safety and sustainability of nanotechnology in agriculture (Usman et 

al. 2020).  

 Nanotechnology in agriculture has many potential advantages, such as increasing crop 

yields and quality, reducing losses due to pests and diseases, enhancing animal health and 

welfare, saving resources and energy, minimizing environmental impacts and risks, etc. 

However, nanotechnology in agriculture also poses some challenges and uncertainties, such 

as ethical issues regarding animal welfare and genetic modification; safety issues regarding 

human health and environmental effects; regulatory issues regarding the approval and 

labelling of nano-based products; social issues regarding the acceptance and accessibility of 

nanotechnology; economic issues regarding the cost-effectiveness and competitiveness of 

nanotechnology; etc. (Kah et al., 2019). 

 Therefore, nanotechnology in agriculture is a promising but complex field that 

requires further research and development; careful assessment and management of benefits 

and risks; clear and consistent regulations and standards; effective communication and 

education among stakeholders; and responsible innovation and governance. 

Some Examples of Nanotechnology in Agriculture 
1. Nano fertilizers: Nano fertilizers are a new type of fertilizers that use nanotechnology to 

deliver nutrients to plants in a more efficient and sustainable way. Nano fertilizers can 

reduce the cost and environmental impact of conventional fertilizers, as well as improve 

the crop productivity and quality (Singh et al. 2019).  

2. Nano pesticides: Nano pesticides are a type of nanotechnology that can be used to 

enhance the effectiveness and safety of pesticides in agriculture. Nano pesticides consist 

of nanostructures that can carry, protect, and deliver agrochemical ingredients (AcI) to 

target pests, diseases, or weeds.   

3. Nanodevices: Nanodevices are tiny structures or machines that can manipulate matter at 

the nanoscale. Nanotechnology has many potential applications in agriculture, such as 
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improving crop protection, enhancing plant nutrition, and strengthening crop performance 

(Nandu et al 2020).  

4. Nano sensors: Nano sensors are devices that contain nanoscale elements and can detect 

the presence of certain substances or conditions in different environments. Nano sensors 

have many applications in agriculture, such as monitoring soil humidity, pesticide 

residues, nutrient requirements, and plant pathogens. Nano sensors can also help improve 

food safety and quality by identifying heavy metal ions, pollutants, microbial load, and 

pathogens, along with rapid temperature, traceability, and humidity monitoring (Kumar et 

al 2017).  

5. Nanocarriers: Nanocarriers are nanoscale particles that can encapsulate or adsorb active 

ingredients such as pesticides, fertilizers, antibiotics, and growth promoters for 

agricultural applications. Nanocarriers can enhance the efficiency and sustainability of 

agricultural operations by improving the targeting, uptake, release, and stability of the 

active ingredients, while also reducing the environmental impacts and health risks 

associated with conventional formulations (Khare and Vasisht 2014).  

Applications of nanotechnology related to agriculture are 

 
- Nano sensors and nanodevices can be used to monitor soil quality, crop health, pest 

infestation, water availability, and environmental conditions (Kaushal and Wani 2017). 

This can help farmers optimize their inputs and outputs, reduce waste and losses, and 

increase productivity and efficiency. 

- Nanomaterials can be used to enhance the properties of fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, 

and other agrochemicals. For example, nanoencapsulation can improve the delivery, 

release, and effectiveness of these substances, while reducing their toxicity and 

environmental impact. 

- Nanobiotechnology can be used to improve the traits of crops and livestock, such as 

resistance to diseases, pests, drought, and salinity. This can also help improve the quality 
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and quantity of food production, as well as the nutritional value and safety of food 

products. 

- Nanotechnology can also contribute to the development of new and innovative 

agricultural products and processes, such as smart packaging, biosensors, bioremediation, 

biofuels, and nanofiltration. These can help address some of the challenges and 

opportunities in the global food system, such as food security, safety, quality, 

preservation, distribution, and consumption. 

- Improving crop productivity and quality by enhancing nutrient uptake, water use 

efficiency, stress tolerance and pest resistance. 

- Reducing environmental pollution and health risks by minimizing the use of 

agrochemicals and increasing their target specificity. 

- Developing novel biosensors and diagnostic tools for detecting pathogens, contaminants 

and nutrient deficiencies in crops, soil and water. 

- Creating new functional materials and devices for food processing, packaging and storage 

that can improve food safety, quality and shelf life. 

- Enhancing animal health and welfare by delivering drugs, vaccines and nutrients more 

effectively and safely. 

- Promoting sustainable agriculture by reducing greenhouse gas emissions, soil erosion and 

water consumption. 

Limitations of Nanotechnology Related to Agriculture 
Nanotechnology is a field that deals with the manipulation of matter at the nanoscale (1-100 

nm). It has many potential applications in various sectors, including agriculture. However, 

nanotechnology also faces some challenges and limitations that need to be addressed before it 

can be widely adopted in agriculture (Usman et al. 2020). Some of these limitations are: 

- Lack of clear regulations and guidelines for the production, use and disposal of 

nanomaterials (NMs) in agriculture. There is no consensus on the definition, classification 

and labelling of NMs, which makes it difficult to assess their safety and environmental 

impact. Moreover, there is a need for more research on the fate, transport and toxicity of NMs 

in soil, water and plants. 

- High cost and complexity of nanotechnology development and implementation. 

Nanotechnology requires sophisticated equipment, skilled personnel and advanced techniques 

to produce and characterize NMs. The scale-up of nanotechnology processes from laboratory 

to field is also challenging and expensive (Pandey and Jain 2020). Furthermore, the adoption 

of nanotechnology by farmers may depend on their awareness, knowledge and acceptance of 

NMs. 

- Potential risks and uncertainties of nanotechnology for human health and environment. 

NMs may have novel properties and behaviours that differ from their bulk counterparts, 

which may pose unknown hazards to living organisms. For example, NMs may penetrate 

biological membranes, interact with cellular components, induce oxidative stress, 

inflammation or genotoxicity, or accumulate in food chains. Therefore, more studies are 

needed to evaluate the short-term and long-term effects of NMs on human health and 

environment. 

Challenges and Risks Related to Nanotechnology in Agriculture 
Nanotechnology has many applications in various fields, including agriculture. 

Nanotechnology can enhance the productivity and quality of crops, improve the efficiency 

and precision of pest and disease management, reduce the environmental impact of 

agricultural practices, and increase the food safety and security (Kah et al 2019). However, 

nanotechnology also poses potential risks to human health and the environment, which need 
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to be assessed and regulated. Some of the challenges and risks concerns related to 

nanotechnology in agriculture are: 

- Ensuring the safety and regulation of nanomaterials and nano-enabled products for human, 

animal and environmental health. 

- Evaluating the ethical, social and economic implications of nanotechnology for farmers, 

consumers and society at large. 

- Fostering public awareness and engagement on the benefits and potential impacts of 

nanotechnology in agriculture. 

- Developing appropriate infrastructure, education and training for nanotechnology research, 

development and application in agriculture. 

- The fate and transport of nanoparticles in the soil, water, and air. Nanoparticles may interact 

with other substances or organisms in the environment, and may have unintended effects on 

the ecosystem (Nowack and Bucheli 2007). For example, nanoparticles may affect the soil 

fertility, water quality, or biodiversity. 

- The exposure and toxicity of nanoparticles to humans and animals. Nanoparticles may enter 

the body through inhalation, ingestion, or skin contact, and may cause adverse effects on the 

respiratory, digestive, immune, nervous, or reproductive systems (Nel et al. 2006). For 

example, nanoparticles may induce inflammation, oxidative stress, or DNA damage. 

- The ethical and social implications of nanotechnology in agriculture. Nanotechnology may 

raise ethical questions about the ownership, access, and distribution of nanomaterials and 

nano-enabled products. Nanotechnology may also have social impacts on the farmers, 

consumers, and society at large. For example, nanotechnology may create new opportunities 

or challenges for rural development, food sovereignty, or public perception. 

 Therefore, nanotechnology in agriculture requires a careful balance between the 

benefits and risks, and a holistic approach that considers the economic, environmental, 

ethical, and social aspects. Nanotechnology in agriculture also needs a collaborative effort 

among various stakeholders, such as researchers, policymakers, regulators, industry, farmers, 

consumers, and civil society. Nanotechnology in agriculture should be guided by the 

principles of safety and sustainability, which aim to protect human health and the 

environment, while enhancing food production and quality. 

Conclusion 
Nanotechnology, manipulating matter at the nanoscale, holds immense promise for 

revolutionizing agriculture and food systems. Its application spans crop protection, plant 

nutrition, soil remediation, food processing, packaging, and safety, addressing critical 

agricultural challenges like food production increase, environmental sustainability, and food 

security. While offering various benefits, nanotechnology encounters challenges like 

standardized characterization, uncertain behaviour in ecosystems, human health risks, and 

ethical considerations. Collaborative efforts among scientists, farmers, industry, 

policymakers, and consumers are crucial. By enhancing productivity, efficiency, quality, and 

safety, nanotechnology in agriculture aligns with sustainable development goals. 
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