parde de de de de Ao de de Ao Ao e Ae e e Ao e e A A e A A e U U U O O Or Ur Ov dv dv dv g de de de Ao 1e e e dr Or O de de de Ae Ae e e Or

.?":‘«* gL Hrticles
Vbl | =0

(e-Magazine for Agricultural Articles)

Volume: 04, Issue: 03 (MAY-JUNE, 2024)
Available online at http://www.agriarticles.com
°Agri Articles, ISSN: 2582-9882

Publishing Skills...

Importance of Weather Monitoring from an Agriculture Perspective
(‘'Dr. Abha Nutan Kujur)

Birsa Agricultural University, Ranchi, India
“Corresponding Author’s email: nutankujurl5@gmail.com

Weather refers to the atmospheric conditions in a specific location at a particular time. It
includes temperature, humidity, precipitation, wind speed, wind direction, atmospheric
pressure, sunshine hours, cloud cover, etc. The study of weather is known as meteorology,
and it involves observing, measuring, and analysing weather patterns to make predictions
about future weather conditions. The weather impacts people's everyday lives, including
transportation, agriculture, outdoor recreation, and safety.

The most essential weather parameters include the following:

Temperature: The measurement of hotness or coolness is temperature. It can vary
significantly from place to place and day to day and usually measures in degrees Celsius (°C)
or Fahrenheit (°F). the temperature impacts; how we feel, what we wear and how some
materials behave.

Humidity: Humidity refers to the amount of water vapour in the air. It's usually measured as
relative humidity, the percentage of water vapour in the air relative to the maximum amount
the air can hold at that temperature. How hot or cold we feel and how well our bodies can
control our internal temperature can be affected by humidity.

Precipitation: Precipitation refers to any form of water that falls from the atmosphere,
including rain, snow, sleet, hail, dew, mist, etc. Many factors influence precipitation,
including temperature, humidity, and air pressure. It is critical in many aspects of life, from
agriculture to water management. Wind speed and wind direction: Wind is the movement of
air from an area of high pressure to an area of low pressure. Wind speed is measured in
kilometres per hour (km/h), while wind direction refers to the direction from which the wind
is blowing.

Atmospheric pressure: Atmospheric pressure is the force exerted by the weight of the air in
the atmosphere. It's usually measured in units called millibars (mb) or mm of mercury
(mmHg). Changes in atmospheric pressure can affect weather patterns and cause storms or
changes in wind direction.

Cloud cover: Cloud cover refers to the amount of the sky covered by clouds. It's usually
measured as a percentage, with 0% indicating clear skies and 100% indicating complete
cloud cover. Clouds can affect the amount of sunlight that reaches the surface and
temperature and precipitation patterns.

Weather is influenced by many factors, including the amount of sunlight that reaches
the Earth's surface, the Earth's rotation and tilt, the distribution of land and water, and the
movements of air masses around the planet. These factors can create complex and
everchanging weather patterns that can be difficult to predict and prepare. Weather
monitoring is critical for understanding and preparing for how weather can affect human lives
and communities. By collecting and analysing weather data, we can better predict and
respond to potential weather-related impacts, helping to ensure the safety, health, and well-
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being of people and ecosystems worldwide. So, weather monitoring is essential concerning
the following aspects:

1.Agriculture: Weather monitoring is extremely important for farmers and other agricultural
producers since they need to know when it is the best time to start for sowing, applying
irrigation, and harvesting their crops. Farmers may better manage their livestock and prepare
for potential losses caused by the weather if they have access to current weather conditions
and forecasts.

2.Safety: Weather monitoring can help people prepare for and respond to hazardous weather
conditions, such as thunderstorms, hurricanes, tornadoes, and blizzards. Early warning
systems can give people time to evacuate, take shelter, or prepare their homes and businesses
for potential damage.

3.Public health: Weather conditions can affect public health in many ways, such as air
quality, disease transmission, and exposure to extreme temperatures (heat waves). Weather
monitoring can help public health officials to prepare for and respond to potential health
impacts.

4. Transportation: Weather conditions can have a significant impact on transportation,
including roadways, railways, air travel, and shipping. Weather monitoring can help
transportation companies to adjust their schedules, reroute shipments, and take other
measures to ensure safe and efficient transportation. 5.Energy production: Weather
conditions can affect the production and distribution of energy resources, including solar,
wind, and hydroelectric power. Weather monitoring can help energy producers optimize their
operations and plan for disruptions.

6.Planning and decision making: Weather monitoring is also essential for many businesses,
governments, and other organizations that must make informed decisions based on current
and future weather conditions.

Weather monitoring is particularly important for farmers, who rely on weather conditions to
plan and manage their agricultural operations.

Here are a few ways in which weather monitoring can benefit the farmers:

1. Timing of planting and harvesting: Farmers need to know when to plant their crops and
when to harvest them. Weather monitoring can help farmers determine optimal timing for
sowing and harvest based on temperature, precipitation, soil moisture, etc.

2.1rrigation management: Almost all crops require regular watering to grow and thrive.
Weather monitoring can help farmers to manage irrigation by providing information about
rainfall, evaporation rates, and soil moisture levels.

3.Pest and disease management: Weather conditions can significantly impact the spread of
pests and diseases that can harm crops. Farmers can take preventive measures to reduce the
risk of infestations and outbreaks by monitoring weather patterns.

4.Crop yield predictions: Weather conditions can influence the size and quality of crop
yields. Weather monitoring over time allows farmers to develop models to predict crop yields
and plan accordingly.

5.Risk management: Weather events such as droughts, floods, and storms can cause
significant damage to crops and livestock. By weather monitoring, farmers can minimise risk,
diversify their crops, purchase crop insurance, and implement emergency response plans.

By understanding current and future weather patterns, farmers can optimize their production
and reduce risk, helping to ensure a stable and sustainable food supply for local and global
communities. Meteorologists use various tools and techniques to observe and measure
weather parameters, including satellites, radar, weather balloons, and ground-based weather
stations. They also use computer models to predict future weather patterns, which can help
people prepare for severe weather events and manage resources more effectively.
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Automatic Weather Station (AWS)

An automatic Weather Station (AWS) is a system designed to automatically collect weather
data from the environment and transmit that data to a central database or server for analysis
and processing. AWS typically includes sensors that measure various weather parameters,
viz., temperature, humidity, rainfall, wind speed, wind direction, solar radiation, etc. AWS
can be an especially valuable tool for farmers in regions with highly variable weather
patterns, and conditions can change rapidly. By collecting data over time, farmers can better
understand local weather patterns and develop predictive models that can help them
anticipate future weather events and make proactive decisions to protect their crops. In
addition to benefiting farmers directly, AWS data can be shared with local and regional
weather monitoring networks to improve overall weather forecasting and climate modelling.
This can help build more resilient agricultural systems and support sustainable farming
practices better adapted to changing weather patterns.

Automatic Weather Station can be an essential tool for farmers looking to optimize their crop
management strategies, minimize risk, and build more resilient agricultural systems.

The main components of AWS are as follows:

1.Sensors: The sensors used in AWS can vary depending on the specific needs of the user
but typically include sensors for measuring temperature, humidity, rainfall, air pressure, wind
speed, and wind direction. Some AWS also have sensors for measuring solar radiation, soil
moisture, and other parameters.

2.Data logger: The data logger is a device used to collect and store sensor data. It is typically
equipped with a microprocessor, memory storage, and a communication port for transmitting
the data to a central database or server.

3.Power supply: AWS typically requires a reliable power source to operate continuously.
This can include a battery, solar panel, or other renewable energy source.
4.Communications: AWS needs a way to transmit the collected data to a central database or
server. This can be done using various communication methods, including cellular networks,
satellite communications, or radio transmissions.

5.Software: Software is used to manage and analyze the data collected by AWS. This can
include software for data processing, visualization, and modelling.

All the components of AWS work together to collect and store accurate and reliable
weather data that can be used for decision-making. The ability to monitor and collect real-
time weather data to meet specific farm needs and generate reports on weather patterns and
trends can help farmers to optimize their crop management strategies and improve farm
production. AWS data can be extremely helpful to the farming community in improving their
crop production by providing real-time, accurate weather information that can help for
decision-making and to optimize crop management strategies.
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