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midst the majestic Himalayas and peaceful valleys of Himachal Pradesh, their lives an 

inspirational woman who represents persistence, fortitude, and an unwavering drive for 

achievement. Bilaspur district farmer Ratni Devi has overcome numerous challenges to 

establish herself in the sericulture sector. Her outstanding achievements in the world of silk 

cultivation are the result of her unwavering determination to overcome difficulties through 

hard effort and unwavering commitment. 

Name: Ratni Devi 

Village: Saikaneta, Dist-   Bilaspur 

Age: 50 Years ( 16
th

 July 1974) 

Education: Diploma in Sericulture 
 

 Ratni Devi was raised in an environment securely fixed in agriculture after being born 

into a modest family in Bilaspur, Himachal Pradesh. Her family's main source of income was 

farming, just like many other families in the area. Ratni was exposed to the challenges of 

farming at a young age, but she also saw the huge potential that farming, when done with the 

right skills and attention, possessed. 

 Ratni decided to pursue further education after finishing her 12th grade, with a focus 

on sericulture—the raising of silkworms for the production of silk. Despite her family's 

financial difficulties, she pursued a degree in sericulture since she knew it could provide an 

uninterrupted source of income. 

Challenges - 

Making the decision to study sericulture wasn't easy. Her family's poor financial means added 

to the cost of her further education, making it an enormous difficulties. Furthermore, 

sericulture is a labor-intensive industry that needs specialized tools, knowledge, and 

infrastructure—all of which were hard to come by in her hamlet. Ratni was unwavering in her 

resolve to complete her studies and follow her ambition, though. 

Ratni took many jobs to pay for her education while her family made major sacrifices in 

order to make ends meet. Her trip was made more challenging by her lack of access to the 

best silkworm seeds, agricultural equipment, and up-to-date sericulture practices. But her 

desire was driven by her affection of silk farming, and she never wavered in her will to be 

successful. 

A Historic Moment: Accepting Modern Technologies 
Ratni started raising silkworms on a small plot of land after earning her degree. The early 

years were challenging; unpredictable weather, pest problems, and a lack of technological 
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know-how resulted in low profitability. 

She occasionally questioned her choice to 

pursue a career in sericulture. Still, she 

continued to advance because of her 

dedication to the trade. 

 Ratni's attendance at a training 

organized by the Himachal Pradesh 

Sericulture Department was a key turning 

point in her life. There, she gained 

knowledge of cutting-edge machinery for 

silk production as well as fresh, modern 

methods for raising silkworms and 

preserving sanitation. Ratni's eyes were 

awakened to the revolutionary 

possibilities of these modern methods by 

the event. Inspired by her improved 

understanding, Ratni started using these 

cutting-edge methods on her farm. To 

improve the quality of the mulberry leaves 

given to the silkworms, she made improvements to her facilities, purchased better-quality 

silkworm seeds, and started using organic farming methods. Her farm's production of silk 

both increased significantly in quality and quantity as a result of these initiatives. 

Climbing to Success: Recognition and Expansion 

Ratni Devi's hard work and innovation began to pay off. Her silk production grew rapidly, 

and the high quality of her silk started attracting attention from buyers across the district. As 

demand for her silk increased, so did her reputation as a skilled sericulturist. Over time, 

Ratni’s farm became synonymous with premium silk production in the region, and her 

commitment to modern farming techniques set her apart from her peers. 

 Today, after 32 years of sericulture, Ratni Devi ranks third in the entire Bilaspur 

district for silk production. Her success is a testament to her adaptability, continuous learning, 

and resilience in the face of adversity. Ratni has expanded her farm to include several acres 

of mulberry cultivation, which serves as the primary food source for her silkworms. She has 

also created employment opportunities for people in her village by hiring local workers to 

help with her expanding operations. 

A Role Model and Advocate for Women in Agriculture 
Beyond her personal success, Ratni has become a role model for other farmers and women in 

her community. She regularly participates in training sessions and workshops to educate 

fellow farmers on the benefits of adopting modern sericulture techniques. Her passion for 

promoting sustainable farming practices and 

advocating for women's education in 

agriculture has made her a respected figure in 

her district. 

 Ratni encourages women to pursue 

education and explore new avenues in 

agriculture, believing that knowledge and 

innovation are key to overcoming the 

challenges faced by farmers in today's world. 

Through her advocacy and leadership, she has 

inspired many to follow in her footsteps. 
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Looking Ahead: Future Goals 
As Ratni reflects on her journey, she acknowledges the numerous struggles she faced along 

the way but is proud of how far she has come. Her story is a testament to the power of 

perseverance, innovation, and hard work. She has not only built a successful sericulture 

business but has also contributed to the growth of the industry in her region. 

 Looking toward the future, Ratni plans to diversify her business by venturing into 

value-added silk products such as silk sarees, scarves, and textiles. This expansion will allow 

her to tap into new markets and increase her revenue streams. Additionally, she is committed 

to promoting sustainable farming practices, ensuring that her farm continues to produce high-

quality silk while remaining environmentally conscious. 

Conclusion 
Ratni Devi’s rise from a small-scale farmer with limited resources to a renowned sericulturist 

is an inspiring story of resilience, innovation, and hard work. Her journey is not just a 

personal triumph but also a beacon of hope for many farmers in the agricultural sector. By 

embracing modern technologies, staying true to her vision, and working tirelessly, Ratni has 

transformed her life and positively impacted her community. Her story is a powerful 

reminder that no dream is unattainable and that challenges can be overcome with 

determination and hard work. 


