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s we all know, environmental sustainability is crucial in maintaining the planet's natural 

resources, safeguarding ecosystems, reducing the effects of climate change, improving 

human health and wellbeing, and ensuring long-term social and economic progress. One of 

the main objectives of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is environmental 

sustainability. The world community recognizes the connection between environmental 

challenges and social and economic growth by incorporating environmental sustainability 

into the SDGs. It underlines how important it is to have a well-rounded and comprehensive 

strategy in order to guarantee a sustainable future for present and future generations. The 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which were adopted in 2000, significantly 

increased the impetus behind the concept of sustainable development. The MDGs had a 

narrow emphasis, with their main objectives being social development and poverty reduction. 

Fifteen years later, the SDGs expanded the agenda to include a more comprehensive and 

integrated approach to development. At the 2012 Rio de Janeiro Council Meeting, the UN 

members adopted the Sustainable Development Goals agenda with the intention of advancing 

a prosperous and healthy future for the earth and its people.  

Key Environmental Concerns 
Global biodiversity and ecological loss are increasing despite international agreements. 

Humans are to blame for the alarming decline in nature that we are seeing. Nature has 

deteriorated more drastically in the last 50 years than at any other period in the history of 

humanity, and the threat of global warming has increased. With up to one million species 

threatened, we are facing the sixth great extinction. Humans have altered 75 % of the Earth's 

ice-free surface, destroying wetland areas, destroying marine habitats, and diminishing the 

ocean and forests. More than two thirds of the world's population, or over 2.7 billion people, 

directly depend on biodiversity and nature to meet at least one basic need. More than 1.6 

billion people, including 70 million Indigenous people, depend on forests for their daily 

needs. Additionally, 80% of individuals who live in developing nations and rural areas get 

their basic medical care from traditional plant-based therapies. 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) cover a broad range of topics, such as gender 

equality, affordable and renewable energy, decent work, clean water and sanitation, poverty, 

hunger, health, education, and climate action. Governments, corporations, civil society 

organizations, and individuals may collaborate to create a more just, inclusive, and 

sustainable world by using the comprehensive framework that the SDGs offer. Reaching 

these objectives will need teamwork, creativity, and solid alliances with all facets of society. 

The Sustainable Development Goals are a collection of seventeen benchmarks that all UN 
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members have committed to achieve for the benefit of their nations' future. The United 

Nation General Assembly’s Open Working Group on Sustainable Development 

Goals proposed a set of 17 objectives, 169 targets, and 304 indicators, to be accomplished by 

2030. Following deliberations, the United Nations Sustainable Development Summit adopted 

the "Transforming Our World": the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development". The 17 

Sustainable Development Goals are as follows:  

Goal 1: No Poverty: SDG 1 aims to end poverty in all its forms globally. This entails 

concentrating on the most disadvantaged groups, expanding access to necessities, and 

guaranteeing that everyone has equal opportunity. 

Goal 2: Zero Hunger: In order to end hunger and malnutrition, SDG 2 focuses on 

establishing food security, boosting nutrition, and promoting sustainable agriculture. 

Goal 3: Good Health and Well-being: The core of SDG 3 is ensuring healthy lifestyles and 

fostering well-being for everyone. This includes addressing communicable and non-

communicable diseases, improving maternal and child health, 

and strengthening health systems. 

Goal 4: Quality Education: SDG 4 places a strong emphasis 

on ensuring that no one is left behind, fostering opportunities 

for lifelong learning, and providing inclusive and equitable 

high-quality education for everyone. 

Goal 5: Gender Equality: SDG 5 is centred on gender 

equality, which aims to eradicate harmful practices, violence, 

and discrimination based on gender. It calls for equal participation and opportunities for 

women in all spheres of life. 

Goal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation: SDG 6 addresses water scarcity, pollution, and 

inadequate sanitation facilities with the goal of ensuring that everyone has access to clean 

water and adequate sanitation. 

Goal 7: Affordable and Clean Energy: SDG 7 seeks to guarantee that everyone has access 

to modern, affordable, reliable and sustainable energy. This involves promoting renewable 

energy sources and increasing energy efficiency which are vital for reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions and mitigating climate change. Achieving long-term environmental sustainability 

requires a shift towards renewable energy. 

Goal 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth: SDG 8 aims to achieve full and productive 

employment, decent work for everyone, and sustained, inclusive, and promoting sustainable 

economic growth. 

Goal 9: Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure: SDG 9 focuses on encouraging 

innovation, promoting inclusive and sustainable industrialization, and building resilient 

infrastructure. 

Goal 10: Reduced Inequality: SDG 10 tackles social, economic, and political inequality 

with an emphasis on lowering disparities both within and between nations. 

Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities: Ensuring sustainable urbanization, making 

cities inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable is the aim of SDG 11. It covers problems like 

waste management, air pollution, urbanization, and access to green spaces. Given that most 

people on the planet live in cities, developing sustainable cities and communities is essential 

for maintaining the environmental sustainability. 

Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and Production: In order to promote sustainable 

practices and minimize the impact of consumption on the environment, SDG 12 

advocates responsible patterns of production and consumption. It promotes the use of 

ecologically friendly practices, waste minimization, sustainable chemical and waste 

management, and enhancing resource efficiency. 
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Goal 13: Climate Action: Addressing climate change and its impacts is the primary goal of 

SDG 13, advocating for urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts. It urges 

minimizing greenhouse gas emissions, boosting disaster resilience from climate-related 

disasters and supporting adaptation strategies. 

Goal 14: Life Below Water: The goal of SDG 14 is to safeguard and use marine resources 

and oceans in a sustainable manner. Concerns including habitat degradation, overfishing, 

deforestation, maritime pollution, and biodiversity conservation are addressed. 

Goal 15: Life on Land: SDG 15 focuses on combating deforestation, desertification, and 

biodiversity loss while promoting the sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems. Protecting and 

restoring these ecosystems are essential for environmental sustainability and the well-being 

of both human and non-human species. 

Goal 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions: Promoting peaceful and inclusive 

societies, ensuring access to justice for all, and building effective, accountable, and inclusive 

institutions are the objectives of SDG 16. 

Goal 17: Partnerships for the Goals: In order to accomplish the other 16 goals, SDG 17 

emphasizes the significance of international collaboration and partnerships. This calls for 

cooperation between civic society, private sector, and government. 

Challenges and way forward 
As of the mid-point of the 2030 Agenda, progress has been made in various areas. There has 

been improvement as of the 2030 Agenda's midpoint in a number of categories. There has 

been a decrease in the rate of poverty, enhancements in educational opportunities, and 

noteworthy progress in the medical field. But obstacles still exist, and certain goals are not 

being met. The threat posed by climate change is growing, inequality is rising, and conflicts 

and humanitarian crises are still impeding development in many areas. Global hurdles such 

the COVID-19 pandemic, unstable economies, and tense geopolitical situations can impede 

the SDGs' advancement. But these difficulties also highlight how crucial global solidarity and 

collaboration are. Coordination of efforts and dedication to the common goal of a sustainable 

and inclusive future are necessary to address global concerns. A multifaceted strategy that 

incorporates environmental concerns into development planning, encourages sustainable 

practices, strengthens capacity-building initiatives, and supports international cooperation is 

needed to tackle these issues. In addition, it calls for guaranteeing inclusivity, tackling the 

social and economic causes of environmental deterioration, and enabling local populations to 

take part in initiatives for sustainable development. Strengthening policy frameworks, 

encouraging sustainable production and consumption, boosting investments in renewable 

energy, protecting and restoring biodiversity, enhancing waste management, bolstering 

climate action, encouraging partnerships and collaborations, and last but not least, promoting 

environmental education and awareness are some tactics that can help accelerate up the 

process. 

Conclusion 
It is well known fact that common vision for a better, more sustainable future is embodied in 

the Sustainable Development Goals. Collective efforts from governments, corporations, civil 

society organizations, and individuals are needed to achieve these aims. As the 2030 deadline 

approaches, it is critical that we strengthen our commitment to sustainable development, 

address current issues, while utilizing the opportunities for positive change. In general, the 

Sustainable Development Goals aim to improve the quality of life on Earth by achieving their 

objectives within the allocated time of 15 years. At last, we want to conclude that together, 

we can create a future that leaves no one behind and is resilient, inclusive, and ecologically 

sustainable. 


