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aharashtra, a state known for its diverse agricultural practices, is witnessing a 

significant shift towards organic farming. This transition is not just a trend, but a 

necessity driven by the need for sustainable agriculture, environmental conservation, and 

healthier food options. 

The Rise of Organic Farming 
Organic farming in Maharashtra has gained momentum over the past decade. The state’s 

varied climate, ranging from the arid regions of the Deccan plateau to the lush Western 

Ghats, provides a unique opportunity for cultivating a wide range of organic crops. Farmers 

are increasingly adopting organic methods, which avoid synthetic fertilizers and pesticides, 

focusing instead on natural inputs like compost, green manure, and biological pest control. 

Government Initiatives and Support 
The Maharashtra government has been proactive in promoting organic farming. The 

implementation of the Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) has been a game-changer. 

Under this scheme, groups of farmers receive financial assistance to convert their 

conventional farms into organic ones. As of 2023, over 60,000 farmers have adopted organic 

farming on more than 41,000 hectares of land. Additionally, the state has formulated a special 

policy to develop the entire value chain from farm to consumer. 

Success Stories 
One notable example is Jayant Barve, a farmer from Sangli district, who transitioned from 

conventional to organic farming in the late 1980s. Barve’s farm, which spans 14 hectares, 

now thrives with a variety of crops including grapes, bananas, and pulses. His commitment to 

sustainable practices, such as vermiculture and drip irrigation, has not only improved soil 

health but also increased crop yields. 

 Another inspiring story is that of the tribal farmers in the Gadchiroli district. With the 

support of local NGOs and government schemes, these farmers have successfully adopted 

organic farming practices. They grow a variety of crops such as millets, pulses, and 

vegetables, which are not only consumed locally but also sold in urban markets, fetching 

premium prices. 

Challenges and Opportunities 
While the benefits of organic farming are clear, the transition is not without challenges. 

Farmers often face initial financial burdens and a lack of immediate returns. However, the 

long-term benefits, including improved soil fertility, reduced input costs, and premium prices 

for organic produce, make it a worthwhile investment. Moreover, the growing consumer 

demand for organic products is creating new market opportunities for farmers. 
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 The state government is also working on improving the supply chain infrastructure to 

support organic farmers. This includes establishing organic produce markets, certification 

processes, and providing training and resources to farmers. These efforts aim to make organic 

farming more accessible and profitable for farmers across Maharashtra. 

Environmental and Health Benefits 
Organic farming practices contribute significantly to environmental conservation. By 

avoiding synthetic chemicals, organic farming helps in maintaining soil health, reducing 

water pollution, and promoting biodiversity. The use of natural pest control methods also 

ensures that beneficial insects and wildlife are not harmed. 

 From a health perspective, organic produce is free from harmful pesticide residues, 

making it a healthier choice for consumers. Studies have shown that organic foods often 

contain higher levels of essential nutrients, such as vitamins and antioxidants, compared to 

conventionally grown produce. 

Conclusion 
Organic farming in Maharashtra is more than just an agricultural practice; it is a movement 

towards a healthier and more sustainable future. With continued support from the government 

and the dedication of farmers, Maharashtra is poised to become a leader in organic 

agriculture, setting an example for the rest of the country. 

 The journey towards widespread organic farming is challenging but promising. As 

more farmers embrace these practices, the benefits will extend beyond the fields, contributing 

to the overall well-being of the environment and society. 

  

  

Organic farmer meeting and create awareness on best practices in organic farming in 

Maharashtra 

  


