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ulching is an essential agronomic practice aimed at enhancing soil health, improving 

crop yield, and conserving natural resources. It involves covering the soil surface 

around crops with materials that may either be organic, such as straw, leaves, and grass 

clippings, or inorganic, such as plastic sheets or stones. The choice of mulching material and 

its application varies depending on the type of crop, climatic conditions, and specific 

agricultural objectives.Mulching provides multiple benefits including moisture conservation, 

temperature regulation, weed suppression, and soil erosion prevention. This practice has 

gained significant attention in modern agriculture due to its potential to improve resource-use 

efficiency and contribute to sustainable farming systems. 

Organic and Inorganic Mulching Materials  
Organic mulches are derived from plant or animal sources and include materials such as crop 

residues, grass clippings, and compost. They decompose over time, enriching the soil with 

organic matter and nutrients. Inorganic mulches, on the other hand, are synthetic or mineral-

based, such as polyethylene films, gravel, and stones. These materials do not decompose but 

provide effective coverage for moisture conservation and weed control. A comparative 

analysis of these mulches is presented in Table 1. 
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Parameter Organic Mulch Inorganic Mulch 

Decomposition Yes No 

Nutrient Enrichment Yes No 

Cost Low to Moderate Moderate to High 

Longevity Short to Medium Long 

Environmental Impact Biodegradable Non-biodegradable 

Effects of Mulching on Soil Properties  
Mulching significantly influences soil physical, chemical, and biological properties. It 

reduces soil evaporation and improves water-use efficiency by conserving moisture. The 

temperature-modulating effect of mulches creates a favorable root zone environment, 

especially during extreme weather conditions. Table 2 illustrates the effects of different 

mulching materials on soil properties. 
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Soil Property Organic Mulch Impact Inorganic Mulch Impact 

Soil Moisture High Conservation Moderate Conservation 

Soil Temperature Moderate Regulation Effective Regulation 

Soil Aeration Improved Neutral 

Soil Microbiology Enhanced Activity Minimal Effect 

Application in Crop Cultivation  
The adoption of mulching practices varies across different crops. For instance, plastic 

mulching is widely used in vegetable cultivation due to its efficacy in weed control and 

moisture conservation. In contrast, organic mulching is prevalent in perennial crops like fruit 

orchards, where nutrient recycling is a priority. Table 3 provides examples of mulching 

practices for different crops. 

Crop Type Preferred Mulch Material Benefits 

Vegetables Plastic Mulch Weed Control, Moisture 

Fruit Orchards Organic Mulch Nutrient Enrichment 

Cereals Straw Mulch Soil Moisture Retention 

Floriculture Fabric or Plastic Mulch Weed Suppression 

Economic Analysis of Mulching  
The cost-effectiveness of mulching depends on material choice, application method, and 

expected yield improvements. Organic mulches generally have lower initial costs but require 

frequent replenishment. Inorganic mulches, while more durable, involve higher initial 

investment. Table 4 compares the cost-effectiveness of organic and inorganic mulching. 

Cost Factor Organic Mulch Inorganic Mulch 

Initial Cost Low High 

Maintenance Moderate Low 

Yield Improvement Moderate to High High 

Total Cost-Benefit High (Long-Term) High (Short-Term) 

Challenges and Innovations in Mulching  
Despite its advantages, mulching faces challenges such as high costs, labor requirements, and 

potential environmental impacts of synthetic materials. Innovations in biodegradable plastics 

and improved application techniques have addressed some of these concerns. Research on 

integrating mulching with precision farming techniques has further expanded its potential 

benefits. Table 5 outlines the challenges and innovative solutions in mulching practices. 

Challenge Impact Innovation 

High Cost Limited Adoption Biodegradable Mulches 

Labor-Intensive Increased Effort Mechanized Application 

Environmental Impact Pollution Risks Eco-Friendly Materials 

 In conclusion, mulching is a versatile practice with applications across diverse 

agricultural systems. By understanding the specific needs of crops and leveraging 

advancements in mulching materials and techniques, farmers can maximize the benefits while 

mitigating potential drawbacks. As sustainable agriculture becomes increasingly critical, 

mulching will play a pivotal role in ensuring soil health, water conservation, and enhanced 

crop productivity. 

References 
1. Kader, M. A., Senge, M., Mojid, M. A., & Ito, K. (2017). Recent advances in mulching 

materials and methods for modifying soil environment. Soil and Tillage Research, 168, 

155-166. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.still.2017.01.001 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.still.2017.01.001


Suresh et al. (2025) Agri Articles, 05(01):280-282 (JAN-FEB, 2025)     

Agri Articles ISSN: 2582-9882 Page 282 

2. Lamont, W. J. (2005). Plastics: Modifying the microclimate for the production of 

vegetable crops. HortTechnology, 15(3), 477-481. https://doi.org/10.21273/ 

HORTTECH.15.3.0477 

3. Liu, E., Chen, B., Yan, C., Zhang, Y., & Meng, X. (2014). Mulching practices improve 

soil properties and crop productivity in the Loess Plateau region of China: A review. 

Agricultural Water Management, 128, 99-109. https://doi.org/10.1016/ 

j.agwat.2013.07.008 

4. Steinmetz, Z., Wollmann, C., Schaefer, M., Buchmann, C., David, J., Tröger, J., ... & 

Schaumann, G. E. (2016). Plastic mulching in agriculture. Trading short-term agronomic 

benefits for long-term soil degradation? Science of the Total Environment, 550, 690-705. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2016.01.153 

5. Teame, G., Alemayehu, M., Gebregergis, Z., & Tsegay, A. (2020). Effects of mulching 

practices on soil properties and crop productivity: A review. Agriculture & Food Security, 

9, 1-13. https://doi.org/10.1186/s40066-020-00256-7 

https://doi.org/10.21273/HORTTECH.15.3.0477
https://doi.org/10.21273/HORTTECH.15.3.0477
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agwat.2013.07.008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agwat.2013.07.008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2016.01.153
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40066-020-00256-7

