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rock garden is a landscaped area that features rocks, stones, and drought-tolerant plants
(often alpine or succulent species). Rock gardens are designed to mimic mountainous or

arid landscapes and emphasize natural beauty with minimal water use and maintenance.

Types of Rock Gardens
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. Alpine Rock Garden

Mimics high-altitude mountainous terrain
Uses alpine plants and rugged rocks
Desert Rock Garden

Uses cacti, succulents, and sand or gravel
Ideal for arid climates

Japanese Zen Garden (Karesansui)
Features sand or gravel raked into patterns
Minimalist with few plants; emphasizes meditation
Tropical Rock Garden

Uses tropical plants with large leaves
Rocks are used for contrast, not dominance
Woodland Rock Garden

Combines rocks with shade-loving plants
Often set in natural forested areas

Benefits of Rock Gardens

Low Maintenance: Requires less watering, pruning, or mowing.
Drought Resistant: Ideal for dry climates.

Eco-Friendly: Conserves water and promotes biodiversity.
Aesthetic Appeal: Offers texture, contrast, and year-round beauty.
Erosion Control: Rocks help reduce soil erosion on slopes.

Rock Garden Design Principles
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Site Selection

Choose a sunny or partially shaded area with good drainage.
Soil Preparation

Use a mix of sand, gravel, and compost to improve drainage.
Rock Arrangement

Use rocks of varying sizes for natural look

Partially bury larger rocks for realism

Plant Selection

Choose plants suited to local climate and soil

Group plants with similar water/light needs
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5. Spacing & Layers
e Place taller plants in the back and shorter ones in front
e Use ground covers to soften rock edges

Common Plants for Rock Gardens
Succulents & Cacti

e Sedum

Sempervivum (Hens and Chicks)
Echeveria

Agave

Opuntia (Prickly Pear)

Alpine Plants

o Saxifraga
« Dianthus
e Aubrieta

Phlox subulata
Arabis
Ground Covers
e Creeping thyme
e Moss
e lceplant
o Blue star creeper
Ornamental Grasses
o Blue fescue
o [Feather grass

Construction Tips

Drainage: Crucial — use gravel beds or drainage pipes if needed

Rock Placement: Begin with large rocks, place them partially underground
Pathways: Include stone or gravel paths for access and structure

Mulch: Use gravel mulch to suppress weeds and retain moisture

Borders: Use natural stone or edging to define the space

Maintenance

e Watering: Water new plants until established; minimal afterward
o Weeding: Regular removal to prevent overgrowth

e Pruning: Trim plants to maintain shape and health

¢ Rock Cleaning: Occasionally wash or brush to remove debris

o Seasonal Care: Protect sensitive plants in extreme winters

Rock Garden Inspiration

Zen Garden Elements: Sand raking, bamboo fences, minimalist layout
Modern Rock Garden: Geometric patterns, polished stones, concrete features
Naturalistic Rock Garden: Mimics a natural hillside or riverbank

Container Rock Garden: Ideal for small spaces or balconies

Famous Rock Gardens in the World

¢ Rock Garden of Chandigarh (India) — A vast sculpture garden built from industrial and
urban waste

¢ Ryoan-ji Zen Garden (Japan) — Iconic dry landscape garden in Kyoto

« Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh (Scotland) — Known for its Alpine rock garden
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