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rnamental chilli (Capsicum annuum L.) has emerged as a high-value specialty crop in

floriculture, admired for its vivid fruit colors, compact growth habit, and dual
ornamental—culinary significance. Unlike conventional chilli grown primarily for yield and
pungency, ornamental types are selected for visual traits such as fruit orientation, color
transitions, foliage pigmentation, and plant architecture. These attributes make them ideal for
pot culture, landscaping, and urban gardening.

Botanical and Morphological Features

Ornamental chillies belong to the family Solanaceae and exhibit considerable phenotypic
diversity. Plants are generally dwarf to medium in height (20-60 cm), with bushy and
compact canopies suitable for container cultivation. Fruits are small, erect or pendant, and
display a striking range of colors including green, yellow, orange, purple, and red—often
showing sequential color changes during maturation. Leaves may be green or purple-tinged,
further enhancing decorative value.

Popular Varieties

Several improved cultivars and hybrids have been developed for ornamental purposes.
Notable types include:

Black Pearl — Dark purple foliage with glossy black fruits turning red

Medusa — Curved, multicolored fruits resembling tentacles

Sangria — Upright fruits with yellow-to-red color transition

Chilly Chili — Mild pungency, suitable for edible decoration

Explosive Ember— Purple foliage with multicolored fruits

Fish pepper- variegated green and white leaves and striped chillies that turn from white
to orange to red.

Climate and soil requirements

Ornamental chilli thrives in warm and humid climates, with an optimal temperature range of
20-30°C. It is sensitive to frost and extreme cold. The crop performs well in well-drained,
fertile soils rich in organic matter, with an ideal pH of 6.0-7.0. For pot cultivation, a mixture
of garden soil, compost, and sand (1:1:1) ensures good aeration and nutrient availability.
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Chilly Chili

Propagation and Nursery Management

Propagation is primarily through seeds. Healthy seeds are sown in nursery trays or raised
beds, and seedlings are ready for transplanting within 25-30 days. Use of sterilized growing
media and proper watering practices minimizes damping-off and ensures uniform
germination.

Cultivation Practices

Transplanting

Seedlings are transplanted into pots (68 inch) or field beds with adequate spacing (30 x 30
cm).

Nutrient Management

Balanced fertilization enhances both vegetative growth and fruit coloration. Application of
NPK (19:19:19) as foliar spray and organic manures improves plant vigor.

Irrigation

Regular but moderate irrigation is essential. Overwatering should be avoided as it may lead to
root rot and reduced flowering.

Pruning and Pinching

Pinching of terminal buds encourages lateral branching and compact plant shape, improving
ornamental appeal.

Pest and Disease Management

Common pests include aphids, thrips, and mites, which can be managed using neem-based
formulations or integrated pest management (IPM) strategies. Diseases such as leaf spot and
viral infections may occur; hence, use of healthy planting material and sanitation practices is
critical.

Ornamental chilli is widely used in:

1. Landscape gardening (borders, beds, and edging): ornamental chillies are widely used in
borders, flower beds, and edging. Their vibrant fruit colors create striking contrasts and
enhance the visual appeal of gardens, pathways, and public green spaces. Their uniform
growth makes them suitable for both formal and informal landscape designs.

2. Container and Pot culture- Ideal for pot, planter and hanging baskets on balconies,
terraces, patios.

PRgri grticles ISSN: 2582-9882 Page 175

Earde de de e e Ao de o O e Lo e O e dp e O e de e e e e v e e Ao e e e de v Je e Le de e v e e Ao de e D de Ao e e v O O



parde de de de de Ao de Ao Ao Ao e Ae e e Ao e e A Ae e e A e A U U U O Or Ur Ov dv dv dv dv de de de Ao 1o e e dr Or O de de de Ae Ae e e Or

Tirki et al. (2026) Agri Articles, 06(03): 174-177 (MAY-JUNE, 2026)

3. Indoor decoration (potted plants): These plants perform exceptionally well due to their
adaptability and manageable size. They are ideal for balconies, terraces, patios, and small
urban spaces, adding greenery and color without requiring large planting areas. Similarly,
in indoor decoration, ornamental chillies are grown as potted plants to brighten interiors,
including homes, offices, and commercial spaces, contributing to a lively and refreshing
environment.

4. Festive displays and gift items: festive and seasonal displays- They are used during
celebrations such as Diwali, Christmas, and New Year. Their colorful fruits make them
excellent choices for decorative arrangements. In addition, they are used in table and
event decorations, serving as natural centerpieces for weddings, parties, and other
occasions.

5. Table and event- Used as décor when placed on center of table during weddings or any
events looks attractive and natural look.

6. Mixed planting and combinations- Combined with other flowering or foliage plants to
create beautiful colour contracts and textural effects.

7. Gift and souvenir items: Ornamental chillies are also popular as gift and souvenir items,
often presented as eco-friendly and long-lasting alternatives to cut flowers. n mixed
planting and combination arrangements, they are paired with other ornamental plants to
create visually appealing contrasts in color and texture.

8. Educational displays and horticultural exhibitions- They showcase plant diversity and
innovation in ornamental horticulture. Overall, the poster effectively demonstrates the
multifunctional role of ornamental chillies in enhancing aesthetic value across various
settings.Its short growth cycle and high market demand make it a profitable crop for
nurseries and urban horticulture enterprises. Additionally, value-added products such as
decorative pots and themed arrangements enhance its commercial appeal.

2. Contalner and 3. Indoor Decoration

1. Landscape Gardening Pot Culture

4. Festive and Sceasonal 5. Table and Event 6. Gift and Souvenir ltems
Decorations

Displays

.

7. Mixed Planting and 3. Educational and
Combination Exhibition Use

Future Prospects
With increasing interest in urban gardening and aesthetic landscaping, ornamental chilli holds
significant potential. Breeding programs focusing on novel color combinations, compact
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growth habits, and stress tolerance will further expand its scope. Integration into rooftop
gardens and smart horticulture systems can enhance its role in sustainable urban ecosystems.

Conclusion

Ornamental chilli represents a unique blend of beauty and functionality, offering both visual
appeal and economic opportunities. Its adaptability, ease of cultivation, and diverse
applications make it an important crop in modern floriculture and urban agriculture.
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