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ry flowers are an important source of natural material for creative crafts and value-

added products. Dry flower craft provides an effective way to preserve the beauty of 

flowers and utilize floral materials that might otherwise be discarded. The present article 

focuses on the innovation of designing decorative photo frames using dried flowers and other 

natural materials. The activity aimed to demonstrate how dried flowers can be converted into 

attractive, useful and environmentally friendly products. Photo frames were prepared by 

arranging dried flowers, leaves and other plant materials on suitable frame bases using simple 

craft techniques. The activity also highlighted the potential of dry flower craft for improving 

creativity, promoting sustainable art and generating additional income, particularly among 

rural women and students. The preparation of dry flower photo frames requires relatively 

simple materials and techniques and can be undertaken at a small scale. Thus, dry flower 

craft can serve as an innovative approach for waste utilization, environmental sustainability, 

skill development and value addition in floricultural products. 
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Introduction 
Flowers are mainly valued for their beauty, fragrance and ornamental importance. However, 

after their natural life or use in floral decoration, a considerable quantity of flowers and plant 

materials becomes waste. Instead of discarding these materials, they can be preserved through 

different drying techniques and used for various decorative and value-added products. Dry 

flower craft is an attractive method of utilizing dried flowers, leaves, grasses, seeds and other 

plant parts for artistic purposes. Dried floral materials can be used to prepare greeting cards, 

wall hangings, bookmarks, decorative boxes, bouquets, candles and photo frames. Among 

these products, photo frames are particularly useful because they combine decorative value 

with practical utility. Innovation in dry flower craft involves developing new designs, 

combinations of plant materials and creative arrangements to improve the aesthetic and 

commercial value of dried flowers. Designing photo frames with dried flowers provides an 

opportunity to convert simple and locally available plant materials into attractive handicraft 

products. 

Importance of Dry Flower Craft 
Dry flower craft has several advantages. It helps in the utilization of floral waste and reduces 

unnecessary disposal of plant materials. Dried flowers can be stored for a longer period 

compared with fresh flowers and can be used throughout the year. The major importance of 

dry flower craft includes: 
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 Utilization of discarded flowers and plant materials. 

 Preservation of natural floral beauty. 

 Development of creative and artistic skills. 

 Production of eco-friendly decorative products. 

 Promotion of sustainable art and handicrafts. 

 Scope for small-scale entrepreneurship. 

 Additional income generation for rural women. 

 Development of vocational skills among students. 

 Value addition to floricultural products. 

Materials Used for Photo Frame Preparation 
The materials required for preparing dry flower photo frames are simple and easily available. 

These may include: 

 Dried flowers 

 Dried leaves 

 Dried grasses and small plant parts 

 Seeds and decorative natural materials 

 Wooden, cardboard or MDF photo frame 

 Adhesive or glue 

 Scissors 

 Pencil and ruler 

 Decorative threads, ribbons or other materials 

 Photographs 

 Transparent sheet or glass for protection 

The selection of dried flowers depends on their colour, size, shape, texture and durability. 

Preparation of Dry Flower Photo Frame 
The preparation of a dry flower photo frame can be completed through the following steps: 

1. Selection of Plant Materials 

Suitable flowers, leaves and other plant parts are selected according to their colour, size, 

shape and texture. Materials with good colour retention and proper drying are preferred. 

2. Drying of Flowers 

Fresh flowers and leaves are dried using suitable methods such as air drying, pressing or 

other simple drying techniques. Proper drying helps in maintaining the shape and colour of 

the plant material. 

3. Preparation of Frame 

A wooden, cardboard or MDF frame is selected according to the desired size. The surface of 

the frame is cleaned and prepared before decoration. 

4. Designing and Arrangement 

The dried flowers and leaves are arranged on the frame according to a selected design. 

Different combinations of colours, shapes and textures can be used to create attractive 

patterns. 

5. Fixing of Materials 

After finalizing the design, dried flowers and other materials are carefully fixed to the frame 

using adhesive. Care should be taken to avoid damaging the delicate dried flowers. 

6. Finishing 

The completed frame is checked for loose materials and uneven surfaces. Additional 

decorative elements can be added to improve its appearance. A transparent protective 

covering may also be provided to protect the dried materials from dust and moisture. 

Innovation in Photo Frame Design 
Innovation is an important component of dry flower craft. Traditional flower arrangements 

can be modified by combining different types of dried flowers, leaves, seeds and natural 

materials. Floral materials can be arranged in geometric, floral, abstract, seasonal or thematic 
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designs. Personalized photo frames can also be prepared for birthdays, anniversaries, 

weddings, festivals and other special occasions. The use of locally available plant materials 

can further reduce production costs and increase the uniqueness of the product. 

  

Sustainable Art and Environmental Benefits 
Dry flower photo frames represent a form of sustainable art because they make use of natural 

and reusable plant materials. The craft encourages the utilization of floral materials that may 

otherwise become waste. The use of dried flowers also reduces dependence on synthetic 

decorative materials. When locally available materials are used, transportation requirements 

and production costs can be reduced. Therefore, dry flower craft supports the principles of 

waste utilization, resource conservation and sustainable production. 

Value Addition and Entrepreneurship 
Value addition means converting a basic agricultural or horticultural product into a more 

useful and higher-value product. Dry flowers have relatively limited value in their raw form, 

but their value can be increased considerably by converting them into attractive handicrafts. 

Dry flower photo frames can be produced at a small scale with relatively low investment. 

Rural women, self-help groups, students and small entrepreneurs can learn the basic 

techniques and develop their own products. Customized photo frames can also be marketed 

through exhibitions, local fairs, handicraft outlets and online platforms. Thus, dry flower craft 

has potential for supplementary income generation and development of small-scale 

enterprises. 

Demonstration and Skill Development 
Demonstrations are an effective method for transferring practical knowledge about dry flower 

craft. Demonstrations can be organized for rural women and school students to explain flower 

collection, drying, arrangement, designing and preparation of photo frames. Such activities 

can improve creativity and practical skills among participants. For rural women, the activity 

can provide information about an alternative source of income, while students can learn about 

recycling, sustainable art and the importance of utilizing natural resources. 

Conclusion 
Innovation in dry flower craft provides an attractive approach for sustainable art and value 

addition in floriculture. Designing photo frames using dried flowers and other plant materials 

helps preserve floral beauty while converting natural materials into useful and decorative 

products. The technique is simple, creative and suitable for small-scale production. It also 

provides opportunities for skill development, waste utilization, entrepreneurship and 

additional income generation. Therefore, promotion of dry flower photo frame making 

among students, rural women and self-help groups can contribute to sustainable handicraft 

development and effective utilization of floral resources. 
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