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lang-ylang (Cananga odorata) is an important tropical aromatic tree valued for its 

highly fragrant flowers and commercially valuable essential oil. The plant belongs to the 

family Annonaceae and is widely recognized for its applications in the perfume, cosmetic, 

aromatherapy, and natural-product industries. Its flowers contain an aromatic oil rich in 

volatile compounds that contribute to its characteristic sweet and floral fragrance. Ylang-

ylang is mainly propagated through seeds, while vegetative methods such as stem cuttings 

and budding have also been explored.The crop has considerable commercial importance 

because its essential oil is used as a fragrance ingredient in perfumes, soaps, cosmetics, and 

personal-care products. In addition to its industrial value, ylang-ylang has traditional and 

cultural significance in several tropical regions. Its distinctive flowers, continuous or 

extended flowering under suitable conditions, and high-value essential oil make it an 

attractive aromatic crop. 

Introduction 
Ylang-ylang (Cananga odorata) is a tropical aromatic tree belonging to the family 

Annonaceae. It is native to Southeast Asia and is widely cultivated in tropical and subtropical 

regions for its highly fragrant flowers. The flowers are usually greenish-yellow and produce a 

sweet, rich, floral aroma that has made ylang-ylang an important plant in the perfume, 

cosmetics, aromatherapy, and traditional medicine industries. Ylang-ylang essential oil is 

mainly obtained by steam distillation of the fresh flowers. The oil contains several bioactive 

compounds, including linalool, benzyl acetate, germacrene D, and β-caryophyllene, which 

contribute to its characteristic fragrance and biological properties. Different fractions of the 

essential oil are obtained during distillation and may vary in quality and composition. 

 Ylang-ylang (Cananga odorata) is a distinctive tropical aromatic tree known for its 

unusual flowers, strong fragrance, and valuable essential oil. Its unique characteristics have 

made it an important plant in the perfume, cosmetic, aromatherapy, and essential-oil 

industries. 

1. Distinctive Fragrance: One of the most remarkable features of ylang-ylang is the intense, 

sweet, floral fragrance of its flowers. The aroma is often described as exotic, warm, and 

slightly fruity, making it highly desirable in the perfume industry. 

2. Unusual Flowers: Ylang-ylang flowers are visually distinctive, with long, narrow, 

drooping petals that can appear somewhat twisted or curled. The flowers change colour as 

they mature, generally developing from green to yellow, with yellow flowers usually being 

preferred for essential-oil extraction. 

3. Continuous Flower Production: Under suitable tropical conditions, ylang-ylang can 

produce flowers throughout much of the year. This characteristic provides a relatively 

continuous source of flowers for essential-oil production compared with many seasonal 

aromatic crops. 

4. Valuable Essential Oil: The flowers contain a commercially important essential oil 

obtained mainly through steam distillation. The oil contains aromatic compounds such as 
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linalool, benzyl acetate, germacrene D, and β-caryophyllene, which contribute to its 

characteristic fragrance and biological properties. 

5. Different Grades of Essential Oil: A special feature of ylang-ylang oil production is that 

the distillation process can produce different fractions or grades. These fractions vary in their 

chemical composition, aroma, and commercial value and are used for different purposes, 

particularly in perfumery. 

6. Strong Commercial Importance: Ylang-ylang is particularly valued in the high-end 

fragrance industry. Its essential oil is used as a fragrance component and is also an important 

ingredient in various cosmetic and personal-care products. 

7. Tropical Adaptation: he plant grows well in warm, humid tropical conditions. It can 

develop into a relatively tall tree and is capable of producing fragrant flowers under 

favourable environmental conditions. 

8. Rich Chemical Composition: Ylang-ylang essential oil contains numerous volatile 

compounds that contribute to its characteristic aroma. The composition can vary according to 

factors such as flower maturity, geographical origin, cultivation conditions, and distillation 

method. 

 The combination of unusual flowers, powerful fragrance, repeated flowering, valuable 

essential oil, and diverse commercial applications makes ylang-ylang a unique and 

economically important aromatic plant. These characteristics also make it an interesting 

subject for research in horticulture, essential-oil chemistry, perfumery, and natural-product 

development. 

 Ylang-ylang (Cananga odorata) is an important aromatic plant valued mainly for its 

fragrant flowers and essential oil. Its pleasant floral aroma and bioactive compounds have 

made it useful in several commercial, cosmetic, pharmaceutical, and traditional applications. 

1. Perfume Industry: Ylang-ylang essential oil is widely used in the perfume industry 

because of its sweet, floral, and exotic fragrance. It is often blended with other essential oils 

and is used as an important fragrance ingredient in perfumes and colognes. 

2. Cosmetics and Personal-Care Products: The essential oil is used in soaps, shampoos, 

creams, lotions, hair oils, and other personal-care products. Its distinctive fragrance adds an 

attractive scent to cosmetic formulations. 

3. Aromatherapy: Ylang-ylang oil is commonly used in aromatherapy and fragrance 

products. Its pleasant aroma is traditionally associated with relaxation and emotional well-

being, making it popular in massage oils, diffusers, and bath products. 

4. Traditional Medicine: In traditional practices, different parts of the ylang-ylang plant 

have been used for various purposes. The flowers and essential oil have traditionally been 

associated with applications related to skin care, relaxation, and general well-being. 

5. Pharmaceutical and Research Applications: Ylang-ylang essential oil has been 

investigated for biological activities such as antimicrobial, antioxidant, and anti-inflammatory 

effects. These properties have encouraged research into its potential applications in 

pharmaceutical and natural-product formulations. 

6. Hair and Skin Care: Ylang-ylang oil is used in some hair and skin-care preparations 

because of its fragrance and traditional cosmetic applications. It is incorporated into hair oils 

and other formulations designed to provide a pleasant scent and conditioning effect. 

7. Food and Flavor Industry: In some applications, ylang-ylang-derived flavoring materials 

may be used in very small quantities to provide floral notes. However, only products 

specifically approved for food use should be consumed. 

8. Soap and Household Products: The essential oil is used as a natural fragrance ingredient 

in soaps, candles, air fresheners, and other scented household products. 

Commercial Importance of Ylang -Ylang 
Ylang-ylang (Cananga odorata) is a commercially valuable tropical aromatic plant mainly 

cultivated for its highly fragrant flowers, which are the principal source of ylang-ylang 

essential oil. The oil is particularly valued for its distinctive sweet, floral, and exotic aroma 
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and is an important raw material for the fragrance and cosmetic industries.The perfume 

industry is one of the most important markets for ylang-ylang. Its essential oil is used in 

perfumes, colognes, soaps, and other fragrance formulations. It is also used in cosmetics and 

personal-care products such as shampoos, creams, lotions, hair oils, and bath products. The 

characteristic fragrance of the oil makes it a valuable ingredient in premium fragrance 

products.Ylang-ylang also has commercial importance in the aromatherapy and wellness 

sector. Its essential oil is incorporated into massage oils, diffusers, scented candles, and other 

aromatic products. Increasing consumer interest in natural fragrances and plant-derived 

ingredients has created additional opportunities for ylang-ylang productsAn important 

commercial feature of ylang-ylang is the possibility of value addition through essential-oil 

extraction. Fresh flowers can be processed by steam or water distillation to obtain essential 

oil. Different fractions may be collected during distillation and marketed according to their 

aroma quality and intended application. Proper harvesting, distillation, storage, packaging, 

and quality control can therefore increase the value of the crop.Ylang-ylang cultivation can 

also contribute to rural employment and income generation. Labour is required for planting, 

maintenance, flower harvesting, transportation, distillation, processing, packaging, and 

marketing. Small-scale farmers and local processors can participate in different stages of the 

value chain, particularly in regions with suitable tropical climatic conditions.The crop has 

significance in international trade, as ylang-ylang essential oil is a recognized natural 

fragrance material traded for use in perfumes, cosmetics, and related products. Its commercial 

value depends on factors such as flower quality, oil yield, chemical composition, 

geographical origin, harvesting stage, and distillation practices. 

People’s Perception of Ylang-Ylang 

People’s perception of ylang-ylang (Cananga odorata) is largely influenced by its distinctive 

fragrance, attractive flowers, traditional uses, and increasing presence in cosmetic and 

wellness products. In regions where the plant is commonly grown or used, people often 

associate ylang-ylang with pleasant fragrance, relaxation, beauty, and natural products.One of 

the most positive perceptions of ylang-ylang is its strong and pleasant aroma. The sweet, 

floral, and exotic fragrance of its flowers is appreciated by many people and is an important 

reason for its popularity in perfumes, soaps, cosmetics, and aromatherapy products. Some 

consumers consider ylang-ylang products to have a premium or luxurious character because 

of their association with high-quality fragrances.People also show interest in ylang-ylang 

because of its natural and plant-based origin. Growing awareness of natural ingredients has 

increased consumer interest in essential oils and botanical products. Ylang-ylang essential oil 

is therefore perceived as a useful natural ingredient for personal-care and fragrance products 

.In traditional communities, ylang-ylang may be perceived as a multipurpose plant because of 

its use in traditional practices, personal care, and fragrance.  

 Knowledge about the plant is often influenced by local experience and cultural 

traditions. However, perceptions can differ considerably depending on people's familiarity 

with the plant and its products. with a pleasant and characteristic aroma is generally 

considered more desirable. Lack of knowledge about proper use and differences in product 

quality can, however, create uncertainty among consumers.The economic perception of 

ylang-ylang is also important. Farmers and rural communities may view the crop as a 

potential source of additional income through flower production and essential-oil extraction. 

However, awareness of cultivation practices, market demand, processing techniques, and 

profitability may influence their willingness to cultivate it commercially.Among consumers, 

perception is also influenced by product quality, authenticity, price, and availability. 

 Ylang-ylang (Cananga odorata) is mainly propagated through seeds, although 

vegetative propagation methods can also be used. The choice of propagation method depends 

on the availability of planting material, production objectives, and the need for uniformity in 

the resulting plants. 
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1. Seed Propagation: Seed propagation is the most common and natural method of 

multiplying ylang-ylang. Mature fruits produce seeds that can be collected, cleaned, and 

sown in suitable nursery media. Fresh seeds are generally preferred because seed viability can 

decline during storage. Seeds are usually raised in nursery beds, trays, or containers under 

partially shaded conditions.After germination and development of healthy seedlings, the 

young plants are gradually hardened before being transplanted to the main field. Seed 

propagation is relatively simple and economical and is suitable for producing a large number 

of plants. However, seedlings may show variation in growth, flowering characteristics, and 

other traits because of genetic variation. 

2. Vegetative Propagation: Vegetative propagation can be considered when there is a need 

to multiply plants with desirable characteristics. Methods such as stem cuttings, layering, and 

grafting have been investigated or used in some situations. Vegetative propagation has the 

advantage of producing plants that are genetically similar to the parent plant when the method 

is successful. Stem cuttings involve selecting healthy shoots and encouraging them to 

produce roots under suitable moisture, temperature, and humidity conditions. However, 

rooting ability can vary, and successful establishment may require careful nursery 

management. Layering involves encouraging roots to develop on a stem while it remains 

attached to the mother plant. Once sufficient roots have formed, the rooted portion can be 

separated and planted independently. Grafting can also be used for specialized propagation 

purposes by joining a desirable scion with a suitable rootstock. Although it can help preserve 

desirable plant characteristics, it requires greater technical skill than seed propagation. 

3. Tissue Culture: Micropropagation or plant tissue culture offers a potential method for 

rapid multiplication of selected ylang-ylang plants under controlled laboratory conditions. 

Small plant tissues are cultured on nutrient media to produce multiple plantlets. After rooting, 

the plantlets are gradually acclimatized before transfer to nursery or field conditions.Tissue 

culture can be useful for producing large numbers of uniform planting materials and for 

conserving selected genetic material. However, it requires specialized laboratory facilities, 

technical expertise, and careful acclimatization of plantlets. 

    

Conclusion 
Ylang-ylang (Cananga odorata) is a valuable tropical aromatic plant with considerable 

importance in the fragrance, cosmetic, aromatherapy, and natural-product industries. Its 

distinctive flowers and highly fragrant essential oil make it a commercially important crop 

with diverse applications. The plant also has cultural and traditional significance in regions 

where it is cultivated and used.The growing demand for natural fragrances and plant-based 

products provides opportunities for the expansion of ylang-ylang cultivation and essential-oil 

production. Proper cultivation, harvesting, distillation, quality control, and value addition can 

improve the economic returns to growers and processors while creating employment 

opportunities in rural areas. Despite its commercial potential, greater attention is needed 

toward sustainable cultivation, efficient processing, quality standardization, market 

development, and consumer awareness. Further research on its cultivation practices, 

essential-oil composition, biological properties, and value-added products can contribute to 

the development of new applications. Overall, ylang-ylang has significant potential as a high-

value aromatic crop, combining economic, industrial, cultural, and environmental 

importance. Sustainable production and improved value-chain management can help 

strengthen its role in the growing global market for natural fragrance and plant-based 

products. 

 


